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Achievements of the National Committee on Geographical Names in The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

for 2019-2020
By
Abdullah Nasser Alwelaie

Vice-Chairman of The National Committee on Geographical Names in KSA

A) King Abdulaziz Foundation For Research and Archives (KAFRA):

Preparation and design of the book "Ad Dir‘iyyah in Historical Maps", which included the design
of a template for maps, the design of the book cover and the design of the content of the book on
publishing programs for printing. The work also included the preparation of the maps of Ad
Dir‘iyyah gallery from its inclusion in the frame designed for the exhibition and the inclusion of
the basic data of the map as follows: map title, author, date, publisher, publishing site, length, and
width of the map- scale of drawing - the country and region covered by the map - the source. The
number of maps worked on was about 145. The work included the improvement and redrawing
of more than 17 ancient historical maps to be placed in the Book of Ad Dir‘iyyah Maps.
Preparation and design of the model of the project of a picture book of Western travelers, which
includes the presentation of the historical picture, description of the image in Arabic, French, and
English, reference number, type of books, name of the book in English and Arabic, name of the
author, location of the picture in the origin of the book, type of image, date of description of place,
name of place (Romanization), coordinates of place, state/region. The office work included the
improvement of historical photographs and maps, as well as the introduction of 1,200 records of
historical photographs and maps from travelers' books.

Georeferencing of the maps of the Saudi Port Authority, and the work included the work of
improving and returning geographical and projection and layer indexes of port maps from the
Saudi Port Authority, which contains maps of all ports of The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, whether
on the Red Sea and the Arabian Gulf, as classified maps for several measures such as: (1:1000,000
750,000, 500,000, 250,000, 50,000, 10,000) and maps also included ports in the Gulf states such
as Bahrain, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait and southern Iraqg.

Regular maintenance of SaudiGeonames Explorer App, the project included the design of two
mobile applications, one on Apple's 10S devices and the other on Android to facilitate App's
access to a wide range of users through their smartphones or tablets. As well as designing an
explorer's website that is compatible with all different computer systems and designed with the
latest technologies in the creation of web pages.

The National Committee on Geographical Names in The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia continues to
receive requests for road-sign names for the Ministry of Transport in various administrative
regions and provinces in accordance with Arabic Romanization System 2017, and the Committee
continued to receive inquiries from government agencies about the right name of places or
modifying or changing some place names.

Romanization of geographical names of the Red Sea project. The National Commission on
Geographical Names has corrected, reviewed, edited, and promoted the names of the islands to
preserve the old name of the islands as much as possible, and the National Committee has made
proposals to amend some of the disputed names at the request of the project's sponsors for tourism
purposes.

Start directing and preparation of the Atlas of National Historical Atlas of The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, where it has formed a committee for geographical, technical, and historical matters of the
project.

The design of a website for the Gazetteer of Geographical Places in the Red Sea, and the work
included the issuance of an electronic version of the Gazetteer in 4 volumes, this site has been
linked to the website of the King Abdulaziz Foundation (Ad Darah) and enables the users of the
website to browse the pages of the Gazetteer directly on the international internet.

2|Page



GEGN.2/2021/CRP.100

11-

12-

13-

14-

15-

16-

17-

B)

ompletion of the preparation of a map of the boundary of the Holy Mosque in MAKKAH AL
MUKARRAMAH and the work included the re-directing of the map in accordance with the
boundary exact points of the Holy areas.

Implementation of a map of the city of Hajr AL YAMAMAMH and its environs and villages - the
nucleus of the modern city of Riyadh, and another map of the Valley of AL ‘URD (HANIFAH)
and its small settlements, and the work also included the redesigning of the map in relation to the
historical locations of the villages.

Preparing maps documenting historical sites in central Riyadh within the old wall of Riyadh, as
part of the Riyadh Documentation Project.

Production of maps of the Book of hajj: The Road of AL BAHRIN and AL YAMAMAH
pilgrimage and its tributaries and branches, and the works included the production and output of
a map of the route of pilgrimage from AL KUWAYT to MAKKAH AL MUKARRAMAH and
back from it.

Implementation of an electronic editing of the Historical Atlas of The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia,
the atlas was redesigned.

A redesign of the AL AHAMMA historical maps of AL MADINAH AL MUNAWWARAH,
with a total of 4 maps, consisting of maps of (HIMA AN NAQI‘, HIMA AL RABDHAH, HIMA
DARIYAH, HIMA FAYD), which included the signing of new landmarks on the maps and the
limits of the Himar in its maximum bread and limits during the reign of ‘UMAR IBN AL
KHATTAB and under AL MALIK ‘ABD AL ‘AZIZ.

Start preparing a concept of an indexed national Gazetteer containing names in Latin letters in
coordination with the relevant geographical names as a binding reference for all government
agencies in The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Cooperation with the Department of Digital Media at The King Abdulaziz Foundation (Ad Darah)
to make digital content and video identification about the National Committee on Geographical
Names in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (NCGN) and its functions and its headquarters, where the
video includes information about the National Committee based in The King Abdulaziz
Foundation (Darah), which represents 19 members of the concerned authorities and beneficiaries
of the geographical place names. The final goal is to consolidate and coordinate detailed maps of
cities, villages, centers and archaeological sites and tourist sites.

Set up and create Maps for Saudi Wikipedia.

General Authority For Survey and Geospatial Information (GASGI):

GEOGRAPHICAL NAMES COLLECTION AND DOCUMENTAION

Geographical Names Department in GASGI:

It is one of the departments of the General Directorate for the Map Production in the General Authority
for Survey and Geospatial Information, and its mission is to collect, document and classify geographical
names in the Kingdom of The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia according to the relevant standards with the
accuracy in location, spelling and transliteration. Geographical Names database comprises GeoNames
from all the sources for entire area of the Kingdom which are an important reference for researchers and
those interested in maps of various kinds both from government and private sectors.

Major steps involved in Collecting and Documenting Geonames
Field Survey:

1.
2.
3.

Roman Transliteration of Geographical Names
Verification of Geonames from local authority
Update of Geographical Names Database with collected Geonames.

Romanization:
GASGI has developed an electronic program for the Romanization system (https://api.gcs.gov.sa ), to
facilitate the transfer of geographical names from Arabic characters to Latin letters to use in the
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authority’s Maps and it also available to other government agencies and public. Romanization of
geographical names is carried out according to the system agreed upon by the Arab Division of
Geographical Names Experts approved by the United Nations.

Tools developed by GASGI for Roman transliteration:
1. GASGI Webpage for Roman Transliteration.

https://api.gcs.gov.sa/ (Public access)

dupell dyalenll clowyl diog) plhai

RESTHul API ipall ol alanlgl Gluidl plaiiwl oy @k dwaleall clowl diogyl doado doxd

awdlpnll clowll diog) plai  dnlAll dopll ddnlgll paiiwl [V2.3] @il pa
auyel L2 gl a1l gf el plall priduall pul e nic

Jaill sagall el pliaill déyig (e sloicyly plaaill lulg !

Juell joigall ad layle daioll algal clowl

¢laiaVlg p2007 gy (nd @l gl ol UL API Docs m
polll i gl elowll eyl piie gl

2017 puhwél 18 djgigh né vdgiall xaiall

« Aitwoll Juonil
2. If Arabic Names are in an Excel
[En] Transliteration from Arabic to Roman i@j
Select Excel File [

—==

Select Excel Sheet

Select Arabic Column

Select Romana Column

Start | | Exit

3. Roman Transliteration for GIS file
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Transliterate Names

IEI Transliteration from Arabic to Roman

Select Layer

Select Arabic Name Feld

Select Roman Name Field

Or Create A New Field

‘ Create New Field

| Start | | Exit |

Arabic Names and Roman Names in a GASGI Map of 25k scale
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Examples for Arabic names and respective Roman Names in attribute table:
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ArabicName * RomanName
ol L Sha’'ib al Humaymah
S Gl Shi'ban Mukassir
el s Nufid ad DihT
aiall Al Munassa
FER Y Khashm Kashshafah
AALES 30 Halat Kashshafah

GASGI Geographical Names Database (GNDB)

GCS Geographical Names Database (GNDB) is a names database which is used to store, maintain and
update Geographical names in Kingdom of The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Other than GASGI, It also
has GeoNames from various sources like MOPM, GDMS etc.

55 % [R2] TP | b2l
= Layers
= GCSNAMES.GeoMames
+ <all other values>
E_FEATURETYPE
+ Administrative Boundary Name
+ Area Name

+ Cultivation Name

+ Cultural Name

& Hydrographic Name
& Populated Place Name
+ Relief Name

# Road/ Railroad Name

Geonames in ArcMap View

Names details in attribute of Geonames feature class in the GNDB includes:

Arabic Name
Roman Name

Coordinates
Data Source

NG~ WNE

()]
v
Q
(o ¢]
(0]

Administrative boundary info
Features extends such as polygon and Line

Feature Category. E.g. Hydrography, Relief, Cultural etc.
Feature Name. E.g. Wadi, Mountain, Lake etc.
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10.

A unique ID which connects each name to its respective Polygon/Line.

Map number

Geographical Names in the GNDB have been classified in to 8 categories which are:

1. Relief

2. Hydrography

3. Cultural Name

4. Area Name

5. Cultivation

6. Populated Place

7. Road-Rail

8. Administrative Boundary

Attribute table of Geonames feature class in the GNDB.

plad) ArabicName * RomanName FeatureType alaall g o0 Province |4y dikid) Governorate Adila

Ja s paall Ja Jabal al Hajizah Relief Name| -~ jaial|Al Riyadh =l i Wadi addawasir ol gl (g3l g

593 Jaall cunl Sha'Tb ad Dahal Hydrographic Name| &l ale aul|Al Riyadh sl I Wadi addawasir el gl gl g

ele ju aalt ot Abar ad Dihil Hydrographic Name| Sl alxs aul|Al Riyadh el Ml Wadi addawasir el gall gl g

o 488 1) 8 Burgan ar Raqigah Relief Name| -« jbaiaul|Al Riyadh el Ml Wadi addawasir el gall gl g

EL8 FET g Sha'th Abun Kitad Hydrographic Name| Sl alxs aul|Al Riyadh el Ml Wadi addawasir el gl gl g

J Gk pla Dulay” Mufarrig Relief Name| -~ jwaial|Al Riyadh el i Wadi addawasir el sl (50 g

Ja ) s Ja Jabal Dumar al Ahmar Relief Name| -~ jaial|Al Riyadh =l i Wadi addawasir ol gl (g3l g

Ja 23l e Jla Jibal Dumar al Aswad Relief Name| -~ jaial|Al Riyadh =l i Wadi addawasir ol gl (g3l g

Ja ol peall 85 Joa Jabal Ri'ah al Hamra’ Relief Name| -~ jaial|Al Riyadh =l i Wadi addawasir ol gl (g3l g

Jia ol s Ahamir Qamra' Relief Name| o l=i~I|AlRiyadh  [o=b i Wadi addawasir gl g2l g

da el el o Jabal al "Arfa' Relief Name| -« jbaiaul|Al Riyadh el Ml Wadi addawasir el gall gl g

iune il las Hidab as Sukhayyif Relief Name| L 2 |Al Riyadh =l i Wadi addawasir el gl g2l g

da o dea Jibal Udhun Relief Name| o jusi aul|Al Riyadh el Ml Wadi addawasir el gl gl g

da oA g Jabal al Qarn Relief Name| -~ =i ad|Al Riyadh el Ml Wadi addawasir e gall g3l g

Ja 5 pall 3 Sud al Murrah Relief Name| -~ jaial|Al Riyadh =l i Wadi addawasir ol gl (g3l g

533 RS HawT Udhun Hydrographic Name| Zk # ~|Al Riyadh =l i Wadi addawasir gl sl g

- EF S [} Ol el e M=aifal IThodea ccmeleic AMaea o El 1. ar P e 1o h AV, DR R DI PRI LR [N
Data Source sl Comments Longitude Latitude Map 25K Map_5C .

General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | g5 3] wila glaall  dalosall alal) @50 1oa 42154021 22.047065|4222332 422233
General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | g5 3] wila glaall  dalosall alal) @50 1oa 41.636922 21.754056 4121142 2114
General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | g5 3] wila glaall  dalosall alal) @50 1oa 41.294195 23.170216|4123324 412332
General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | g5 3] wile glaall ; dalisll ala0) 280 <Null= 40.850526 20.761523|4020113 402011
General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | g5 3] wila glaall  dalosall alal) @50 1oa 42445311 22.80476|4222412 422241
General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | g5 5]t wile glaall ; daliell dalal) @il Ay Juat 41.419495 22.766724 |4122412 412241
General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | g5 =]l il slaall 5 daliall daladl 28T 0 42.557186 22.78666 (4222143 422214
General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | 55 p=0) il glaal 5 dalall dal) 20 D) <Nuyll> 42.01098 22.815771|4222443 422244
General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | 55 p=0) il glaal 5 dalall dal) 20 D) <Nuyll> 42 455036 23.094533|4223322 422332
General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | 55 p=0) il glaal 5 dalall dal) 20 D) <Nuyll> 41.607072 22502907 |4122133 412224
General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | 5% =]l il slaall 5 daloall daladl 4501 10 42.695085 22.902419 (4222141 422214
General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | 5% =]l il slaall 5 daloall daladl 4501 10 42564698 22.908762 (4222144 422214
General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | 5% =]l il slaall 5 daloall daladl 4501 10 42559756 22.809693 4222143 422214
General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | 55 p=0) il glaal 5 dalall dal) 20 D) <Nuyll> 42160391 23.253784 |4223342 422334
General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | 55 p=0) il glaal 5 dalall dal) 20 D) <Nuyll> 41.530024 21.700847 |4121134 412113
General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | 55 p=0) il glaal 5 dalall dal) 20 D) <Nuyll> 41.463477 20.065603 4120322 412032
General Authority for Survey and Geospatial Inf | 55 p=0) il glaal 5 dalall dal) 20 D) <Nuyll> 41.885585 19.318187 (4119212 411921
(General Antharite for Sneew and Gensnatial Inf |15 wa 0l el daadl s dalnl] dalad &3l =Mull= A1 ARTAA? 20 NRIRIR 14120322 A12032
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GLOBALID * CREATED| CREATED_DATE LAST_EDITED_USER | LAST_EDITED_DATE |GN_ID
{3A9E7BB6-E4ED-486D-A806|DELL 7/25/2019 10:34:22 AM |[K.SIYAF 12/1/2020 9:54:44 AM | 94009
{B83407AD-130F-4924-A02E-|DELL 7/25/2019 10:34:22 AM |[K.SIYAF 12/1/2020 9:54:44 AM | 94008
{C426A89F-E5A4-40A4-803D |DELL 7/25/2019 10:34:22 AM |[K.SIYAF 12/1/2020 9:54:44 AM | 94009
{CCOD8C20-CC7E-4103-9911|DELL 7/25/2019 10:34:22 AM |[K.SIYAF 12/1/2020 9:54:44 AM | 94008
{D8951A0F-96E4-4D53-B5F 1{DELL 7/25/2019 10:34:22 AM |[K.SIYAF 12/1/2020 9:54:44 AM | 94008
{AAB103F4-B8EE-4C1A-85EE|DELL 7/25/2019 10:34:22 AM |[K.SIYAF 12/1/2020 9:54:44 AM | 94009
{F12FDCA9-54C6-4F10-8515{DELL 7/25/2019 10:34:22 AM |[K.SIYAF 12/1/2020 9:54:44 AM | 94008
{E314DE19-533A-47AF-AF7F |DELL 7/25/2019 10:34:22 AM |[K.SIYAF 12/1/2020 9:54:44 AM | 94008
{C88B874D-0CFD-4354-8F2E|DELL 7/25/2019 10:34:22 AM |[K.SIYAF 12/1/2020 9:54:44 AM | 94009
{9A1E0385-0317-459B-B1FE-|DELL 7/25/2019 10:34:22 AM |[K.SIYAF 12/1/2020 9:54:44 AM | 94008
{72C268B2-FAD5-40DB-8326 |DELL 7/25/2019 10:34:22 AM |[K.SIYAF 12/1/2020 9:54:44 AM | 94008
{2669860C-EB59-423E-9F9C-|DELL 7/25/2019 10:34:22 AM |[K.SIYAF 12/1/2020 9:54:44 AM | 94009
{8F443D72-6135-4BF4-9369- |DELL 7/25/2019 10:34:22 AM |[K.SIYAF 12/1/2020 9:54:44 AM | 94008
{1A1689E6-8BCE-4864-B953-|DELL 7/25/2019 10:34:22 AM |[K.SIYAF 12/1/2020 9:54:44 AM | 94008
{BB042554-AB4D-4198-B233-|DELL 7/25/2019 10:34:22 AM |[K.SIYAF 12/1/2020 9:54:44 AM | 94009
{789D8141-CDDF-432F-912E |DELL 7/25/2019 10:34:22 AM |[K.SIYAF 12/1/2020 9:54:44 AM | 94009
Summary of Geographical Names Database
Year
Source Project Area/Cities el Scale Mo o Done of
Names | Names sheets
Survey
Abha-Tabuk-
Madinah-
Makkah-Hafr
Phasel Al be_ttn- 7887 50k 82 82 2012
Buraida-
Dammam-
Hafif-Taif-
Jiddah
Phase?2 Riyadh 2987 50k 49 49 2013
13479
HafrAl batn,
GASGI North East Rafha 990 50k 106 106 2014
North Sakake, urath; NS e 50k 119 119 | 2015
Arar
East Dammam, Al | o0 50k 88 88 2015
Ahsa, Jubail
Whole
Names Kingdom except 2017 -
Collection KSA areas of 100000* 25k 9940 6869 Till
25k previous date
projects
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Vs Bl \é\érr]r?leexcet 70600 50k 2480 | 2480 | 7>
Ministry of | Mapping-50k | o P 1985
petroleum ub al Ghali _—
and mineral
resources g
Topographical | o\ A Ghali | 2644 100k 250 250 | 1980
Mapping-100k
General
Directorate | Topographical Whole
of Military | Mapping.250k Kingdom 42690 | 42690 | 250k 149 149 | 1998
Survey
Foreign | e onames.Org BBl 13479 | 13479 NA NA NA NA
source Kingdom
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Detailed Work Flow

GCS GNDB

k4

[ Creating Checkout GDB ]

l

[ Field Data preparation ]q—

1.Topo Maps.

2 Satellit images.

3.Roman transliteration Excel.
4 Field Form.

5.Index.

1.Collecting Mames.
2.Drawing Feature extent- v
Preparing i ]
Overlay. — Field Data collection
3.Collecting multi-media files - g
[(Video,Photo & Voice). l

r N

Roman Transliteration
L™ o

l

Eu‘erihring from Local nuthnrity]

|

Finalization Data & U ploading to
Checkout GDE

1.Ensuring names’' coordinates
Are on actual feature location.
2.Checking drawings with overlay.
3.Correcting both Arabic &
Roman Names.

4.Edge matching of Feature

extends.

5.Checking relationship between -—

Mames and feature extends .

&.Checking attributes. l

7.Documents checking.

Attested Field Form

10| Page

1.Final capturing of Data .
2.Completion of Attribute.
3.Point-Line/Polygon
Linking[GM-1D).

4. Roman upload.
S.Multimedia Attachment.

[ Reconciling with Enterprise GND ] I w
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Aalocall daladt digght
VYo te ; Aath a3, LS5 LA Aal slail) gas £
Bskall Aaall dikaie
C:ord\nnta A sl ‘-m;“f‘ —_ et .93 e e
37.5138866 25.911719 o 1
37.5144657 25.9495429 et 2
37.561624 25.93a861 e e 3
37.526964 25.97703 e e 4
37.547721 25.951216 x> ~.u-= s
37.574632 25.915814 i —— 3
37.562652 25.920225 A s 7
37.564612 25982651 = 8
37.594341 25.984197 Je 9
37.579678 25.978674 [ 10
37.587339 25 948824 S 11
37.5432 25935603 — 12
37.54401 25972316 i ] e e 13
37.597605 25.931614 $As 14
37.559775 25.955089 s Aam 15
37.57037 25935317 e Ja i6
37.537633 25.930205 Ay et 17
37.54965 25983711 ey ey e s 18
37.510354 25975611 T 19
37.52729¢ 25.988648 — 20
37.55655 25.936753 S Jua 21
37.524638 25.938699 T 22
37.555055 25.948693 e Ty 23
37.523809 25,927365 s S 24
Fmiadl &k gl (S ) e
s 348 a8 == i
Field Overlay
- dalicall daladt Aiagl
Lot sis A sad) slacll) aan
5 sdall Aliaall 4Adlai.
3725144 dasl a3,
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Geonames Projects Outcome

ArabicName il Jea
RomanName Jabal al Maglabah
| Longitude 40.056151
Latitude 20.849053

aseeill et jpg |asse e mp3

ArabicName Aszadll xS
RomanName Sha‘ib ad Dumayghah
Province Makkah
0 el 2o Salia<e
Longitude 39.393409
Latitude 22664767

—
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Jazirat Umm Ruways

Jazirat Jabal Kadambal

o9 8y
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Geonames Explorer
GASGI has a Geonames explorer which comprises all the Geonames in the Geographical names
database. However, it is being revamped now to provide enhanced service. Once it is done with update,
it will be available at https://geonames.gcs.gov.sa

k)
A al)
Saadall

Filter by

!';A— All Provinces

=" " =1 All Governorates
All Geography Types

All Data Sources

7, ——TX W —————— ,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs:

1- The Ministry of Foreign Affairs is providing financial support to the United Nations Institute for
Training and Research (UNITAR) to implement a project entitled "Strengthening Capabilities in the Use
of Geospatial Information Systems to Improve Resilience in the Middle East and North Africa." The
project aims to develop the institutional capabilities of professionals in the use of GIS to respond to

14| Page
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disaster risks by providing technical support and training courses for skills development (60) participants
from Jordan, Egypt, Sudan and Senegal.

2- The Ministry of Foreign Affairs recently established on the instructions of His Highness the Minister
a database in the ministry linked to Saudi embassies abroad with the task of collecting official
information about countries, including the official name of the country in Arabic, English and the official
language of the state.



